Consolidating Expertise, Disseminating Experience: The ReSET Best Practices in Ukraine and Beyond

General Description

Goal

The goal of the project is to consolidate expertise of the Regional Seminar of Excellence in Teaching at the Universities of the region

Time frame

January 2014 - November 2014

Project sites

At the stage of preliminary consultations the interest in the follow-up and further dissemination  of  the project results was expressed by the most active ReSET alumni from Ukraine (Kyiv, Kharkiv, Lviv), Armenia (Yerevan), Russia (Moscow), 

Project leaders and hosts

The project organized as a network enterprise of institutions involved before. The Institute for Education Development serves as a coordinator of the project. Other institutions will be responsible for on-site events. 

The institutions which hosted the project activities are listed below:

National University Kyiv Mohyla Academy (Kyiv)

Karazin National University (Kharkiv)

Yerevan State National University (Armenia)

The project team includes: 

Georgiy Kasianov (director, resource faculty, Kyiv event)

Iryna Sklokina (Kharkiv event, presenter)

Tamara Vardanian (Yerevan event, presenter)

Aleksei Miller (Moscow, resource faculty)

Ivan Kurilla (Volgograd, resource faculty)

Other participants: 

1)
Roman Khandozhko (Rostov) 

2)
Rasa Cepatiene (Vilnius) 

3)
Oleksandr Nadtoka (Kyiv) 

4)
Aleksandr Marinchenko (Dnipropetrovsk) 

5)
Sasha Gaidai (Kyiv) 

6)
Aleksei Lastouski (Minsk)

7)
Aleksei Bratochkin (Minsk)

8)
Natasha Pristupa (Minsk)

9)
Aleksandr Voronovici (Cisinau)

10)
Anastasia Felcher (Cisinau)

11)
 Kateryna Sosnina (Kyiv) 

All persons listed above participated in two previous ReSET projects:  

1 - Teaching Age of Extremes in the Age of Politics of History(2010 – 2013)

2 – Methodology of History (2008-2009)

All of them work at their departments or affiliated with them being at PhD studies in overseas institution. All take part in different international projects related to the former ReSET activities. Majority of them took  active part in preparation of this proposal.

Project description

The project team was formed on the basis of participant’s involvement and dedication into previous ReSET project activities. 

Their achievements can be briefly described as follows:

- revision of curriculum along findings and discussions at ReSET seminars

- implementation of international research projects based on activities of ReSET participants

- participation in international research projects where ReSET participants promote the research agenda set up at the ReSET seminars  

- organization of events based on ReSET thematic priorities (seminars, conferences) 

The project team disseminated knowledge and skills obtained within ReSET activities and to confront their experience with wider audience at their home institutions. A series of events (round-tables, seminars) at the ReSET alumni home universities in Ukraine and Armenia was organized. The events were organized by the local ReSET alumni in cooperation with their colleagues from ReSET team and resource persons.    

The project team disseminated and delivered their findings in the form of presentations (at seminars and round tables), handouts (courses programs, research papers, seminars proceedings, other publications), Internet presentations (Facebook group).

The major beneficiaries of the project were host institutions (listed above), research and teaching staff of these institutions, wider audience from other institutions invited to the project events. 

It is planned to organize a series of events at the host institutions:

In Kyiv – two days seminar ‘Magistra vitae? History by Request. Use and Misuse of History Curriculum in the Post-Soviet Countries’ was orhanized in June- July 2014 in Kyiv. The presentations included:

1-
the results of the project, originated in one of ReSET sessions: ‘Image of Ukraine in Russian Historical Discourse, 1990s – 2000s’

2-
an analysis of the Historical-Cultural Standard – a new curriculum standard elaborated in Russia according to the Putin’s decree

3-
an analysis of the history curricula/standards from post-Soviet and post-Communist states 

In Kharkiv: two day seminar  ‘Lieux de (Non)Mémoire: Memory, Forgetting and History Mapping in the Post-Communist World’ was organized in Kharkiv, in April 2014. The seminar was devoted to different representations of the politics of memory with special emphasis on the sites of memory. The seminar also became a venue for presentations of the preliminary results of several international projects undertaken by ReSET alumni (I. Sklokina – A. Lastouski – R. Khandozhko on Soviet politics of memory in Grodno, Kharkiv and Rostov, A. Felcher on the memory of vanished ethnic groups in the East-European cities)  

In Yerevan: two days seminar was organized in September, 2014: ‘National Narrative, Academic Research and the Politics of Memory: Use and Misuse of History in the Post-Communist Space’  The event will be devoted to the problems of the dominance of the national narratives in the post-Communist states and to the attempts to go beyond standard master-narrative in research and teaching. Participants presented their findings/publications that confront their ‘native’ dominant master-narrative schemes reflected in research and curricula.  

In Moscow: two days seminar and follow up workshop: ‘Teaching Controversial Topics of History of the 20th Century. Soviet History Explained and Interpreted’  was planned for November 2014.

The seminar in Moscow was cancelled due to the deterioration of Ukraine-Russia relations.

These seminars were connected to the topics which were explored at the ReSET sessions:

-
politics of memory and instrumentalization of history

-
teaching politically controversial topics to undergraduate students

-
introducing changes to curriculum 

-
introducing interdisciplinary approaches 

-
international team-work in a joint projects 

The results of the project can be generally formulated as follows:

-
multiplication of the effect of the ReSET through presentations at home departments to wider audience by international teams

-
enhancement of the positions of the ReSET alumni at their home universities

-
dissemination of the best ReSET practices 

-
 reassessment of the ReSET results by alumni through confrontation of their achievements with the wider international audience

      A collective volume (articles/essays) based on the results of the follow-up project will be published in 2015. The Institute of the History of Ukraine (Kyiv) will cover the costs of printing. The volume will be published in Ukrainian, Russian and English, depending on the funding from third party sources. 

